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of arranging marriages; the chapter on property has been con- 
siderably expanded; and the account of the development of 
animism has been largely rewritten. In all these cases Professor 
Hobhouse has treated principles with a firmer and more confident 
touch than before. 

And on the general question of the nature of ethics, Professor 
Hobhouse makes his view more definite than it was before. 
In the important reconstructed passages on p. 36, pp. 599 ff., 
and pp. 631 ff., he insists that the basis of ethics is a rational 
humanitarianism; and he draws a clear distinction between the 
tale of facts which form the history of ethical evolution, and the 
judgments of value with which ethical theory is concerned. 
The first point is important as indicating that Professor Hob- 
house still holds, in distinction from Professor Westermarck 
and Dr. McDougall, that morality is not merely or primarily 
a matter of the emotions, but has an essentially rational founda- 
tion; and from the latter it is evident that Professor Hobhouse 
has no sympathy with those sociologists who look for an era 
in which the level of moral evaluation will be transcended. 

G. A. Johnston. 
University of Glasgow, Scotland. 



Light from the East. By Robert Cornell Armstrong. Uni- 
versity of Toronto: Published by the Librarian, 1914. 

For many years there has been a demand for a work containing 
a comprehensive summary of Japanese philosophy in a single 
volume. 

Mr. Armstrong's Light from the East meets admirably the 
long-felt demand. The work, as stated in the preface, is "in- 
tended to throw light on some of the formative elements of 
Japanese civilization, and lead to a better understanding of 
Japanese character and life." The merit of the work chiefly lies 
in the comprehensive arrangement of carefully selected materials 
rather than in the author's originality of thought. His scholarly 
quality is also noticeable in his emphasis on the genetic explana- 
tion of the early Japanese thought. Like many other writers, 
however, he admits the difficulty of ascertaining the origin of 
the Japanese race and its religion which are intimately connected 
with the development of early Japanese thought. He compares 
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for instance the two Japanese deities, Izanagi and Izanami, with 
the Chinese Yang and Ying, the two souls in the universe. In 
other words the author finds a striking similarity between the 
Chinese theory of dual souls and that of the Japanese dual 
gods. Here the author seems to have an advantage of being 
a foreigner who can look at the matters of this nature with less 
bias than the native writers who are usually prone to abandon 
native origin. 

The main part of the book treats of the lives and works of 
the representative teachers and philosophers of Japan. It 
distinguishes clearly the different schools of Confucianism from 
the historical Confucianism. It explains how these Confucian 
scholars formed themselves into several groups, each representing 
a different school, and how each of them was influenced by 
Buddhism and Taoism under different circumstances. The 
three main schools of modern Confucianism are stated: one 
based on the teaching of Teishi philosophy, known as Shushi 
philosophy; one based on the teaching of Wang- Yang-Ming of 
China, known in Japan as Yomei school of philosophy; the third, 
known as the classical school, which is an independent reaction 
toward the original teaching of the sage. 

The introductory and concluding chapters are very valuable 
and suggestive. In the first five chapters the author points out 
how the simple form of Confucianism as it first came to Japan 
was different from the complex philosophical form of the later 
Confucian schools. He makes clear that there was the change 
from a series of moral aphorisms to a complex metaphysical 
system. The stages in the development of Confucianism, as 
outlined by the author, are: (1) the union of Taoism and Con- 
fucianism; (2) the introduction of Buddhism; (3) the introduction 
of Zen learning; (4) the reaction from these teachings to the 
more practical morality of Confucius. "During several of these 
stages," says the author, " Confucianism was almost lost sight of; 
but its simple practical moral teaching contained too much truth 
to be permanently crushed by the extreme supermundane 
doctrines of any of other sects. The result was that Confucian- 
ism came out of the process enriched and systematized by ages 
of conflict." 

The author's judgment of Confucianism either as a moral 
code or as a system of philosophy deserves our attention. Here 
he, like many other Western observers, probably out of his 
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settled conviction that the Western thought is superior to that 
of the Orient, seems to underestimate the value of Confucianism 
not merely as a system of philosophy cherished by the intellectual 
class, but also as a great moral teaching, which has influenced 
consciously and unconsciously the Japanese mind, and which 
has been the potent factor in shaping Japanese life and character. 

Dr. Ebina's essay, An Appreciation of Confucianism, in one 
of the concluding chapters, is very helpful in understanding the 
development of Confucianism in Japan and the extent to which 
it exerted its influence in Japanese civilization. 

H. Okuda. 

University of Chicago. 



Divoece as It Might Be. By E. S. P. Haynes. Cambridge, 
England: Heffer & Sons. 

Like all Mr. E. S. P. Haynes' work, these five essays combine 
a remarkable range of knowledge with a distinctly individual 
outlook and style. There is something eighteenth century about 
their closebrained brevity and precision, the graced felicity of 
the dedication to H. G. Wells, and the memorable irony of the 
first three pages and the telling passages on pp. 55-56 and p. 60. 
But no one who has followed Mr. Haynes' strenuous fight against 
stupidity and cruelty in their most jealously guarded preserves, 
needs to be told that the book is modern and vital in the highest 
degree. The two main essays, which appeared as articles in 
the Fortnightly Review, present a valuable analysis of the Report 
of the Divorce Law Commission (which endorses in nearly every 
particular Mr. Haynes' own suggestions less than six years 
before); and a bold, comprehensive, constructive defence of 
divorce by consent, subject to certain time limits and financial 
provisions. He does not anticipate any legal recognition of 
divorce by consent in England, for perhaps another century; and 
here it may be noted that though divorce by consent could be 
made perfectly compatible with due care for the children, and is 
the only solution tolerable to human dignity and freedom, yet, 
if it is not to involve great hardships and injustice to women, it 
should be postponed until motherhood is adequately protected 
by insurance or endowment, until all women have the knowledge 
of birth control and all young people a responsible and decent 



